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ENGLISH AND MATH BENCHMARKS 
 

Test takers who meet both the Evidence-Based Reading and Writing (ERW) and Math benchmarks have a 75% chance of 

earning a course grade of C or higher in related first-semester, credit-bearing college courses.  

 

Students who take a PSAT-related assessment and meet both benchmarks for their grade are on track to meet both SAT 

college and career readiness benchmarks.  
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SCIENCE AND HISTORY BENCHMARKS 
 

These component of the PSAT 8/9 focuses on the assessment of students' ability to apply reading, writing, language, and 

math skills to answer questions in science, history, and social studies contexts. This component is based on selected questions 

from the Reading Test, Writing and Language Test, and Math Test.  
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INSTRUCTIONAL ANALYSIS - Math 
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INSTRUCTIONAL ANALYSIS – English, Reading, Writing (ERW) 
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ACCESS and EQUITY 
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AP POTENTIAL 
 

Schools should use AP Potential to identify and encourage students that may not otherwise be actively recruited for 

participation in AP, but that show a promise for succeeding in such courses. Thus, schools should start by generating a roster 

of students that have anywhere from a 60-100% likelihood of scoring 3 or higher. If the resulting list is larger than can be 

accommodated by a single section of an AP course, the school should consider adding sections and/or training additional 

teachers to offer the AP course. 

 

    AP Course     60% Potential  80% Potential 
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